50 YEARS OF THE
B O E I N G 74 7 & Q A N TA S
If you’ve ever flown internationally
with Qantas, chances are you would
have done so on a Boeing 747. The
distinctive shape of the Jumbo
Jet has served Qantas for almost
half of our one hundred year history.
For many Australians, stepping
onboard a 747 was the start of their
overseas adventure and for thousands
of migrants, the first view of their new
home was through the cabin window of a
Qantas 747.
This iconic four-engine, twin-aisle, widebody, jet has been a beloved member of
the Qantas fleet since we took delivery of
our first 747B named City of Canberra
in 1971.
The Jumbo was such a good fit for
our long-haul routes that we were

operating an all-747 fleet by the end of
the seventies featuring the world’s first
Business Class cabin.
Qantas has flown almost every type
of 747, from the 747SP series (a
smaller, long-range edition) to the half
passenger/half freighter nicknamed the
Combi and most recently the 747-400ER.
The 747 changed the world forever
bringing in lower fares and making
overseas travel possible for a new

generation of younger passengers. It
reunited families, fostered trade links and
with its distinctive hump-shaped upper
deck became instantly recognisable at
airports around the globe.
For Australians, it became a sign of
home and hope, particularly in times
of trouble.
In 1974 following Cyclone Tracy 674
passengers were evacuated from Darwin,
a record that stood for almost 20 years.

The Qantas 747 was deployed to Cairo
to repatriate Australians caught up in
the Arab Spring conflict and brought
Aussies home in the wake of the Bali
terror attacks. For its final mission in
February 2020, a Qantas 747 repatriated
Australians stranded in Wuhan and Tokyo
by the COVID-19 pandemic.
And now we say our fond farewell to the
Queen of the Skies.

T E N Q A N TA S 74 7 M O M E N T S
Qantas broke the record
for the most people on a
B747 when it evacuated 674
people from Darwin in the
wake of Cyclone Tracy.
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The first ever Qantas 747-238B (VHEBA) landed at Sydney Airport direct
from the Boeing factory in Seattle
(via, San Francisco and Honolulu).
It initially flew between Sydney and
Singapore before the service was
extended to London.
The first Qantas 747s featured a
First Class lounge in the top deck
‘bubble’ named the Captain Cook
Lounge which boasted a standup bar, lounge seating for 15
passengers, snacks and drinks (with
your cigarette as smoking was still
allowed in those days) and decor
befitting the 1970s era.

Qantas took delivery of
the faster and shorter
747SP variant. These flew
the first non-stop transPacific services.
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Record breaking delivery flight for the first
Qantas Boeing 747-400 (VH-OJA) which flew
a non-stop flight from London to Sydney
in a little over 20 hours. That record stood
until Qantas operated a non-stop flight from
London to Sydney in just under 20 hours in a
Boeing 787 in October 2019.

Qantas is the first airline in the
world to introduce ‘Business Class’.
This new class was launched on
the 747 on flights from Australia
to the US and offered bigger seats
and more legroom.

Qantas operated nine 747 evacuation flights
from Bali with the first leaving Sydney
less than 24 hours after the explosions on
13 October. Qantas flew more than 4,500
Australians home after the terrorist attack.
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Qantas 747 VH-OEE operated the first of two rescue flights
from the COVID-19 epicentre of Wuhan, China to bring
home hundreds of stranded Australians. It also operated an
evacuation flight on 20 February from Tokyo to bring home
passengers from the Diamond Princess cruise ship.
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Qantas launched the first of its ‘Flying
Art’ series aircraft, with the 747 fuselage
used as a canvas to
showcase indigenous
Australian art:
Wunala Dreaming
(meaning
Kangaroo in the
Yanyuwa language)
appeared on two
Qantas 747-400 aircraft
(VH-OJB & VH-OEJ) from 1994 until 2012.
Nalanji Dreaming (meaning ‘Our Place’)
was a reflection of the lush colour palette
of tropical Australia.

The first Qantas B747-400 jumbo jet
(VH-OJA) operated a 15-minute flight from
Sydney to Wollongong Airport (Albion Park)
to find a new home at the HARS Museum
after Qantas gifted the aircraft for display.
Previously, Qantas donated 747-200 VHEBQ to the Qantas Founders Museum at
Longreach in 2002.
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The final Qantas 747 (VH-OEJ) departs
Sydney Airport bound for storage in
the Mojave Desert.
On departure, the pilots performed a
low-level fly-by over Sydney Harbour,
dipping the aircraft’s wings in a final
farewell gesture before tracking
east over the Pacific Ocean as the
sun set on a 50-year love affair with
Australians and their beloved Queen
of The Skies, the Boeing 747.

